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For immediate release

Ball Valve Extractor Tool License Agreement 

AIKEN, S.C., January 28, 2003 – Westinghouse Savannah River Company (WSRC) announced today a 10-year licensing agreement with Appalachian Made Tool Company (AMTC) for the Ball Valve Extractor Tool.  AMTC is a Delaware Corporation, based in Katy, Texas with primary manufacturing facilities in Coeburn, Virginia.   Laurie Hollick, Vice President of Business Management Services for Westinghouse Savannah River Company, finalized the deal when she signed the license agreement today. 

The Ball Valve Extractor was designed, developed, and patented by engineers at WSRC, the primary contractor for the Department of Energy at the Savannah River Site in Aiken, South Carolina.  The tool was developed to promote easier and quicker removal of a ball from the valve of field installed ball valves.  Using a simple sliding impact tool, this method shortens labor time, reduces maintenance cost and increases worker safety over current methods for removing ball valves.  

Ball valves are seated between gaskets in the valve body with tight dimensional tolerances to provide secure, leak-proof seals.  With the new ball valve extractor tool, workers can unseat and remove a ball valve ball in seconds.   The easy, two-step method prevents damage to the surface of the valve ball, extending the life of the valve and sealing gaskets.  

(MORE)

Ball Valve Extractor Tool License Agreement……page 2

President of Appalachian Made Tool Company, Bob Griffith, said, “this is a simple but highly effective tool that will change the way ball valves are serviced in the field.  This tool is a must for anyone that services ball valves.  We’re excited about the potential this tool has in the marketplace and the opportunity to work with WSRC through this arrangement.”  

Initial contact for this partnership was facilitated by Jackie Moore, Area Director of The University of Georgia’s Small Business Development Center (SBDC) in Augusta, Georgia.  WSRC’s Technology Transfer and Business Development group is working with the SBDC to promote partnerships with appropriate small businesses for commercialization of certain SRS technologies.  

WSRC is the managing contractor of the Savannah River Site for the Department of Energy.  WSRC scientists and engineers develop technologies designed to improve environmental quality, support international nonproliferation, dispose of legacy wastes, and provide clean energy sources.  WSRC is responsible for transferring technologies to the private sector so that these technologies may have the collateral benefit of enhancing U.S. economic competitiveness.

AMTC has finalized their marketing plan and is fully engaged in development of the production schedule for manufacturing the tools.  Mr. Griffith expects the first shipment of ball valve extractors to be ready for market within four to six weeks.  To order the ball valve extractor tool, contact Bob Griffith by telephone at 281-450-4774 or by email at Buster@Appalachianmadetools.com.
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