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For immediate release

REAL-TIME PERSONNEL LOCATOR

AIKEN, S.C., April 30, 2003 – The U.S. Patent and Trademark Office has issued Patent 6,549,845, Dead Reckoning Pedometer (DRP) System.  The DRP System measures, records, and enables monitoring of a person’s location within an enclosure when visible reference points are limited or non-existent.

The system shows the person wearing it, in real time, where he is and what path he took to get there from the point at which he entered the structure.  For example, the displayed path could be used by a firefighter inside a burning building to easily retrace his steps to exit the building.

The system comprises a sensing package, a local data receiver/display unit, a transmitter, and a remote base station.  Using small magnets and magnetometer sensors attached to the person’s shoes, the system sends location information to the local data receiver for immediate display.  Location is displayed on a simple liquid crystal screen that can be belt mounted or attached to a helmet visor.

Location and path information also is transmitted to the remote base station.  Here, persons outside of the structure can monitor and give direction to the person(s) inside the structure.  Both the local and the remote path displays can be overlaid on blueprints, architectural drawings, or three-dimensional drawings.

The remote base station also can integrate data received from other sensors carried by the person in the structure or independently mounted within the structure.

(More)

WSRC is seeking companies interested in licensing this device for the purpose of manufacturing and selling it as a commercial product.

For more information on the Dead Reckoning Pedometer System, contact Dale K. Haas, telephone 

(803) 725-4185 or (800) 228-4988, Fax: (803) 725-4988, e-mail: dale.haas@srs.gov, or address: Westinghouse Savannah River Company, Building 773-41A #238, Aiken, SC  29808.
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