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For Immediate Release 

 

Highlighting the Past, Present and Future of the Savannah River Site: Explore Ellenton 

and Dunbarton on SRS Historic Tours 
 
AIKEN, S.C., February 1, 2024 – Savannah River Nuclear Solutions (SRNS) is inviting 
approximately 900 members of the public to hop on board one of 15 remaining general driving 
tours and eight historic tours of the 
Savannah River Site (SRS).  
 
Visitors can gain an understanding 
about the Department of Energy’s (DOE) 
facilities, missions and workforce that 
changed the face of nearby counties 
and helped the United States during the 
Cold War. Guests also will learn about 
current and future DOE Environmental 
Management and National Nuclear 
Security Administration missions at 
SRS.  
 
The historic tours of Dunbarton and 
Ellenton are a relatively recent addition 
to the tour lineup and have proven to be 
immensely popular. These tours are designed to educate and remind current SRS employees 
and the general public of the sacrifices the former residents of these towns had to endure during 
their displacement, which was necessary to make room for the building of SRS.   
 
George Wingard, Program Coordinator for the Savannah River Archaeological Research 
Program and a historic tour guide said, “My hope is those who visit come with an open mind and 
leave with the knowledge of how important the history prior to the SRS is to so many that had to 
be displaced and that they still feel reverential about their former communities. “ 
All SRS historic tours also include a walking tour of the SRS Curation Facility. This facility 
preserves and protects historic artifacts from both the Cold War and pre-acquisition history. 
 
From a Cold War perspective, it’s important to share with the general public the national role the 
Savannah River Site played to help win the Cold War. The work done early on created a strong 
foundation for the continued national security missions the site continues today. 
“Anyone can take something away from the tour.” said Melissa Hanson, Curator, SRS Cold War 
Historic Preservation Program and a historic tour guide. “We often have employees who bring 

Tour participants view an informational display during a 
recent historic tour of Ellenton in 2023. 
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their family to see where they work. We have people who have just moved here and want to get 
a better understanding. We try to make the tour interesting and easily accessible.” 
 
Due to high demand, the number of historic tours has doubled this year; there will be eight 
available in 2024. Four tours will stop at the Dunbarton town site. Four will be at the Ellenton 
town site and include a driving tour of C Reactor. In addition, two full walking tours of the streets 
of Ellenton have been added this year. Those tours will feature the old townsite and several 
historic markers throughout the Ellenton area. 
 
Go to www.srs.gov and click on the registration button to get more information or sign up for a 
tour. For further assistance, call (803) 952-8994.  
 
Each public tour can accommodate up to 34 people. Each historic tour has a limit of 50. All are 
filled on a first come, first served basis. Anyone can sign up for the tour; however, participants 
must be 18 years of age or older and U.S. citizens. Participants must register individually for a 
tour.  
 

 
George Wingard explains the history of former home sites in Ellenton to tour participants. 

 
2024 SRS Public and Historic Tour Dates  

January: Thursday, Jan. 18 

February: Thursdays, Feb. 1 and 15 

March: 

 Historic Tours – Tuesday, 12 and 19 

Thursday, 14 and 21  

 Ellenton Walking Tours- Thursday, 28 

April: Thursdays, April 4 and 18 

May: Thursdays, May 9 and 23 

June: Thursdays, June 6 and 20 

July: Thursdays, July 11 and 25 

August: No Tours 

September: Thursdays, Sept. 12 and 26 

October: 

  Historic Tours – Tuesday, 8 and 15 

Thursdays, 10 and 17 

 Ellenton Walking Tours- Thursday, 31 

http://www.srs.gov/
https://web.cvent.com/event/efbb6acf-c95c-4c51-8628-e8a533a0a5d3/register
https://web.cvent.com/event/92b95f32-ccaa-41ff-a9c4-1d643bca28d3/regProcessStep1
https://web.cvent.com/event/009710a5-098d-4754-92a7-66fdcce7bdb0/regProcessStep1
https://web.cvent.com/event/b323c146-00fe-4ade-90dc-68602332dfd1/regProcessStep1
https://web.cvent.com/event/93a39dce-73ab-4a5b-99de-165fe075c918/regProcessStep1
https://web.cvent.com/event/2e1f45f9-982b-4ca8-bcb0-e72903c3d141/regProcessStep1
https://web.cvent.com/event/3c458f65-f4cc-4f5e-9e2c-a24c92a9e47b/regProcessStep1
https://web.cvent.com/event/d3d3c834-5a56-4ab4-9c84-8353c37a0c05/regProcessStep1
https://web.cvent.com/event/276c8318-2948-45f1-8c72-f71786d5ab73/regProcessStep1
https://web.cvent.com/event/909f70a3-8974-4a6b-a81c-6967d1fd042f/regProcessStep1
https://web.cvent.com/event/13368ea7-c54e-46a6-8219-eb6f11237ddd/regProcessStep1
https://web.cvent.com/event/177029fb-f880-473a-9b4e-4135f55728c4/register
https://web.cvent.com/event/20b29cb0-cafc-467f-a119-877f6f4867df/regProcessStep1
https://web.cvent.com/event/7d249f9e-6dd4-400b-b61a-861110cc2446/regProcessStep1
https://web.cvent.com/event/bfe6258e-85f5-49a8-b02a-fda4f27c5021/regProcessStep1
https://web.cvent.com/event/eb66b83f-751f-424d-9218-f40e22b44fa1/regProcessStep1
https://web.cvent.com/event/818daa44-bf7b-4416-a253-76bce37cfe3d/regProcessStep1
https://web.cvent.com/event/e07f8948-4220-4ab8-8edf-232a4474bd66/regProcessStep1
https://web.cvent.com/event/96663419-1692-40bd-a761-b26305fb04aa/regProcessStep1
https://web.cvent.com/event/5f348a3a-7a67-4015-9851-e75d794dd205/regProcessStep1
https://web.cvent.com/event/1a9f141e-8470-4fb7-955d-27359a69024f/regProcessStep1
https://web.cvent.com/event/40e1493b-2511-4a81-a939-501c1df520fc/regProcessStep1
https://web.cvent.com/event/9f002304-6cc4-47c6-8c46-61e00893b727/regProcessStep1


 

November: Thursday, Nov. 7 

December: Thursday, Dec. 5 

 
Savannah River Nuclear Solutions, a Fluor and HII partnership company, is responsible for the 
management and operations of the Department of Energy’s Savannah River Site, located near 
Aiken, South Carolina.  
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https://web.cvent.com/event/f9569405-5414-40c1-9374-973f719320d9/regProcessStep1
https://web.cvent.com/event/90234742-e91b-4c88-9ec8-23dcde2e9ad8/register

