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Business is booming in SRS’ K Area Complex
Recent infrastructure modernization and upgrades prepare complex for upcoming missions

AIKEN, S.C. (May 13, 2022) - The Savannah River Site’s (SRS) K Area Complex (KAC) nuclear material 
management facility is undergoing a large number of infrastructure projects at an unprecedented pace 
to improve the capabilities and flexibility of KAC and its employees and prepare for upcoming missions.
Major infrastructure work is ongoing to support expanded plutonium downblending operations and prepare 
for the installation of three new surplus plutonium disposition project gloveboxes, and the additional per-
sonnel who will operate them.

“SRS is committed to helping the Department of 
Energy advance its mission of removing plutonium 
from the state of South Carolina,” said Lee Sims, K 
Area Facility manager for Savannah River Nuclear 
Solutions, the managing and operating contractor 
at SRS. “Most of our facilities are approximately 70 
years old, including the decommissioned K Reactor 
facility where most nuclear material storage and pro-
cessing activities occur. We are working to modern-
ize and upgrade our facilities to increase efficiencies, 
ensure safety and maximize productivity. A little in-
vestment in infrastructure now will go a long way to 
ensure a successful future.”

In the next several years, KAC will nearly double its 
workforce to keep up with changing missions. To work 
in KAC, employees must navigate a number of secu-
rity features, including multiple entry control facilities 
(ECFs) staffed by SRS protective force personnel.

“Although this process can be cumbersome and 
sometimes takes a few minutes per individual, it is 
imperative to ensuring the safety and security of the 
nuclear materials we are entrusted with storing and 
processing,” K Area Deputy Facility Manager Amanda 
Barnes said. “Our team recognized early on in the process of planning increased plutonium downblend-
ing that once significantly more employees start showing up at the ECFs during shift changes, the lines 
to get through would start backing up and waste a lot of worker time. To improve personnel access time, 

A crane lifts part of a modular building as part of improvements 
in K Area at the Savannah River Site.
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the National Nuclear Security Administration (NNSA) has funded projects to build an additional ECF into 
the protected area and build a larger, more efficient ECF into the Material Access Area (MAA) to facilitate 
personnel flow.

“We have also completed installation and hook-up of nine new trailers to add additional office spaces and 
restroom facilities for the current employees and influx of employees to come.”

To improve downblended plutonium storage and processing safety and efficiency, KAC is making modifica-
tions to the K Reactor facility to make room for the new MAA entry control and support facilities. This will 
involve many different SRS departments and careful planning to achieve.

Additionally, KAC is working with the site’s N Area, where maintenance, medical and transportation facili-
ties are found, to retrofit a storage building into an interim facility for storage and inspection of empty 
criticality control overpack drums. These drums are used by K Area to ship transuranic waste produced 
in downblend operations to the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant in New Mexico. The building will also be used 
to test and house robotic equipment developed by Savannah River National Laboratory to inspect empty 
drums, and an autonomously guided vehicle to handle drums.

In addition, KAC is performing critical infrastructure upgrades and repairs to ensure the safety and security 
of the EM-owned facility as part of EM’s work scope. This work includes replacing the roofs on both the 
701-1K and 701-2K ECFs.

“K Area is an integral part of the Department’s nonproliferation and environmental cleanup missions,” said 
Virginia Kay, with the NNSA’s Office of Material Disposition. “The K Reactor at the Savannah River Site 
was initially built for national security missions during the Cold War. Although it is no longer an operating 
reactor, the facility continues to support national security missions today. We are pleased with all of the 
infrastructure work going on in the area and are excited to see the future of the KAC.”
Sims noted that the EM and the NNSA missions meet at K Area.

“We stand ready to work as a team with our customers to fulfill the mission objectives,” Sims said. “With 
all of this activity going on in the area, it will take the focus and commitment of all of our employees to 
ensure the highest standards of safety and security. But I truly believe we are up to the task.”


