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NUCLEAR MATERIALS COMMITTEE

Committee Chair: Gerald Devitt WSRC Support: Lyddie Broussard

Committee Scope
This committee was established to study issues that involve nuclear materials (generally
uranium and plutonium) that have an impact on present or future SRS activities,
including spent nuclear fuel program activities, nuclear materials management, and
nuclear materials integration.

Priority Issues for 2004

EM Vision of Plutonium Consolidation

Assistant Secretary Jessie Roberson has created a series of teams to evaluate specific areas of concern as
part of the Top-to-Bottom Review. One of these teams is working to find ways to expedite the disposition
of all EM nuclear materials including Pu. Conclusions reached by this team may change some previously
identified disposition pathways for nuclear materials throughout the DOE Complex. Cost effectiveness
and security aspects of consolidation are some of the issues that are being evaluated and while no decision
has been made, SRS may play a role in future consolidation efforts.

Disposition of Plutonium not suitable for MOX

Changes to the Mixed-Oxide Fuel (MOX) Program during FY’02 led to the cancellation of the proposed
Immobilization facility. The decision has left DOE/EM with a the responsibility to determine a new
disposition path for non-weapons grade plutonium. The specific disposition path for this material is
currently under review and a proposed strategy is expected during the coming year.

235 F Upgrades

Surveillance capability for plutonium storage packages is being installed in Building 235-F. Storage
package surveillance is required per safety analyses to support plutonium storage after material
stabilization. The surveillance capability is being installed in addition to the storage racks that are being
installed to support FB-Line deinventory. Activities to complete the design and initiate construction for
the surveillance capability are expected in 2004.

Importance: Plutonium policy decisions and associated activities are a high environmental and
homeland security priority for SRS stakeholders and the nation.

Suggested Reading
SRS Fact Sheets
- Chemical Processing of Legacy Material at SRS
- F-Canyon
- FB-Line
- H-Canyon
- HB-Line
- K Area Material Storage Project
- Spent Nuclear Fuel at SRS
Defense Nuclear Facilities Safety Board (DNFSB) Weekly Reports
Environmental Management Performance Management Plan
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