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Purpose of SRS Tours

• Give interested public a look “inside 
the fence” at the important work of 
SRS as part of the Cold War effort
- Important historical significance

• Enhance the appreciation of SRS as a 
national asset
- Current and future missions
- Assist in building a sustainable future
- Good stewards of taxpayers dollars

• Showcase the nation’s newest 
national laboratory and world-
renowned ecology laboratory
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SRS Public Tour Agenda

12:30 pm Guests Arrive at the Center for Hydrogen Research

*  Badging, Lobby
*  Inspection of Commercial Bus

*  1:00 – SRS Overview, Garden Room
*  1:20 – Point of Entry Briefing
*  1:30 – Escort Bus to Barricade 9

1:45 pm Savannah River Ecology Laboratory:

*  SREL Overview, Cypress Room
*  Live Animal Demonstration
*  2:30 – Board Bus / Depart SREL

2:30 pm General Site Driving Tour:
*  A Area:  Savannah River National Laboratory

*  M Area:  Decontamination & Decommissioning Activities

*  B Area:  Wackenhut Services, Inc. / HWCTR

*  F Area:  F Canyon / F Tank Farm / MOX Constr. Site

*  E Area:  Low-level Waste Disposal Facilities

*  H Area:  10 Minute Snack / Restroom Break at 766-H

*  S Area:  Defense Waste Processing Facility

*  J Area:  Salt Waste Processing Facility Construction Site
*  Z Area:  Saltstone Facility

*  C Area:  C Reactor Facility

*  Ellenton:  Former Town Location

4:30 pm Tour Concludes at the Center for Hydrogen Research
*  Collect Tour Badges and Survey Forms
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2010 SRS Public Tours – 23 Scheduled

23 Tours / 1150 seats registered in 48 hours

Web Address:  http://www5.hanford.gov/srstours
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Public Perception

SRS Tours are offered to the public to inform them of site activities/capabilities. The SRS public perception survey reflects the 
feelings of tour participants toward the Site.  It is important that those who tour leave the Site with a perception that is equal to or 
better than when they arrived. (Scale: 1 – 4 / Goal: 3.50)

Month: Before: After:
Jan. 3.05 3.68
Feb. 3.15 3.53
Mar. 3.00 3.77
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Survey Comments

Tour #1:
• Was very glad to learn about SRS history of the operation and what they are doing 

presently.

Tour #2
• Wish my husband would have lived long enough to take this tour today.  He worked at 

the plant 41 years.  He could have reminisced and could have seen all the changes.  It 
was my first visit and it was very important for me to see this area.  I’d never had the 
opportunity before. Thank you.

• I love our state and nation.  SRS is a national treasure.  My request is to keep it secure 
for future generations. Thanks for the tour.

• Discovering the mystery of SRS made the value of SRS increase and allowed local 
taxpayers (to) take some ownership.  Keep up the tours.  Thank you.

• Great idea. I have lived in Aiken 38 years and this is my first time to tour. Thanks for 
this informative and educational experience.
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More Survey Comments

Tour #3
• Liked overall view of plant operations and explanation and view of new operations – especially 

MOX.  Most impressive.  I was pleased to be able to be on the tour. 

• Was interesting, didn’t know what was going on here. 

• It seems SRS is doing a very good job and take their responsibilities seriously. 

Tour #4
• Liked learning about SRS, seeing buildings & learning about what happens inside – past, 

present & future, visit to Ellenton, videos were helpful. The tour was excellent and finally seeing 
the site where my husband worked for 17 years.  Laurie Posey was excellent; very 
knowledgeable and an articulate speaker. 

• “Very Enlightening” Enjoyed seeing the reactor & cooling tower and old Ellenton.

• For the first time since I was a child, I was able to go near the place I was born/lived for 
approximately 9 or 10 years.
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Public Tour Requirements
Registration: Visitors will be registered on a first-come, first-served basis through the online web registration system.

Age: At least 18 years of age to participate.

Identification: All visitors to the Savannah River Site must provide two forms of identification to receive a Visitor’s 
Badge granting access to the site. One must be valid photo identification; the other can be one of the documents 
listed in the Acceptable ID's list. (Credit cards are not accepted.) Failure to provide the specific forms of 
identification listed above will result in denied access to SRS. Each participant will be asked to provide their Social 
Security Number.

Citizenship: Must be a United States citizen.

Attire: Appropriate clothing for an industrial environment is required. A light jacket is recommended and closed-toed 
shoes are mandatory.  Anyone dressed inappropriately will not be allowed on the tour.

Prohibited Articles: The following items will not be allowed at SRS: Cell phones, blackberries, cameras or electronic 
recording devices, undeveloped film, radios, knives with blades more than 3 inches long, real or simulated firearms 
and ammunition, stun guns, alcoholic beverages, illegal drugs & paraphernalia, explosives, hand-held weapons, 
chemical irritants, and items prohibited by state and federal law. Contraband brought to SRS will be confiscated.

Clearance / Badges: Visitor badges required. Tour Coordinator will arrange for appropriate badging of visitors. 
Authorized SRS badge holders must bring badge the day of  the scheduled tour.
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The Aiken Standard
January 6, 2010
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2010 Aiken County Fact Book

• Listed as one of the 100 things to 

do in Aiken County’s 2010 Fact 

Book

33.  Find out where Ellenton and   

Dunbarton were on an SRS public 

tour.  
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Tour Statistics

Calendar Year 2009:
SRS Public Tours: 14
Visitors on Public Tours: 584
SRS Tours Conducted: 187
Visitors That Toured SRS: 3227
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Summary

• Pleased to offer Public Tours again

• Benefits the Community and the Site

• Opportunity to give factual information about the important 

work SRS is performing for the nation

• Good neighbor


