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STATEMENT OF BASIS / PROPOSED PLAN FORMAT

I. INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND

Introduction

This Statement of Basis/Proposed Plan (SB/PP) [or Interim Action Proposed Plan
(IAPP)] is being issued by the United States Department of Energy (USDOE), which
functions as the lead agency for Savannah River Site (SRS) remedial activities, with
concurrence by the United States Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) and the
South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control (SCDHEC) The

1nvolvement in thé decision- -making process. The n is located at the SRS in
Aiken or Barnwell County, South Carolina (see Flgures 1 and 2)

SRS manages certain waste materials that are regulated under the Resource Conservation
and Recovery Act (RCRA) mprehenswe law requiring responsible management of
hazardous waste. The unit m is a solid waste management unit under RCRA
Section 3004(u). SRS recei ed a RCRA hazardous waste permit from the SCDHEC,
which was most recently renewed on September 30, 2003 (SC1 890 008 989). Module
VII of the Hazardous and Solid Waste Amendments portion of the RCRA permit
mandates corrective action requirements for non-regulated solid waste management units
subject to RCRA 3004(u).

On December 21, 1989, SRS was included on the National Priorities List (NPL). The
inclusion created a need to integrate the established RCRA Facility Investigation (RFI)
program with Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Act
(CERCLA) requirements to provide for a focused environmental program. In accordance
with Section 120 of CERCLA 42 U.S.C. § 9620, USDOE has negotiated a Federal
Facility Agreement (FFA) (FFA 1993) with the USEPA and SCDHEC to coordinate
remedial activities at SRS into one comprehensive strategy which fulfills these dual
regulatory requirements. The FFA lists the unit acronym as a RCRA/CERCLA unit
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Figure 1. Location of the Unit Acronym within the Savannah River Site
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Figure 2. Layout of the Unit Acronym
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requiring further evaluation using an investigation/assessment process that integrates and
combines the RFI process with the CERCLA Remedial Investigation (RI) process to
determine the actual or potential impact to human health and the environment of releases
of hazardous substances to the environment.

Both RCRA and CERCLA require the public to be given an opportunity to review and
comment on the draft permit modification and proposed remedial alternatives. Public
participation requirements are listed in South Carolina Hazardous Waste Management
Regulations (SCHWMR) R.61-79.124 and Sections 113 and 117 of CERCLA 42 U.S.C.
§ 9613 and 9617. These requirements include establishment of an Administrative Record
File that documents the investigation and selection of remedial alternatives and allows for
review and comment by the public regarding those alternatives (See Section II). The
Administrative Record File must be established at or near the facility at issue. The SRS
Public Involvement Plan (USDOE 1994) is designed to facilitate public involvement in
the decision-making process for permitting, closure, and the selection of remedial
alternatives. SCHWMR R.61-79.124 and Section 117(a) of CERCLA, as amended,
require the advertisement of the draft permit modification and notice of any proposed
remedial action and provide the public an opportunity to participate in the selection of the
remed1al action. [Inseﬂ these sentences if there is a fmal actlon component to the interim

RCRA permit modification is not
modification is required for the (insert a ,
media is considered to be a final action. OR Insert this sentence if this is an interim action
for all applicable media: Because this is an interim action for all media associated with
this OU, a RCRA permit modification is not required.]

SCHWMR R.61-79.124 requires that a brief description and response to all significant
comments be made available to the public as part of the RCRA Administrative Record.
Community involvement in consideration of this evaluation of alternatives for the unit
acronym is strongly encouraged. All submitted comments will be reviewed and
considered. Following the public comment period, a Responsiveness Summary will be
prepared to address issues raised during the public comment period. The Responsiveness
Summary will be made available with the final RCRA permit modification and the
Record of Decision (ROD). [Replace the previous sentence with these sentences if any
media in the interim action has a final remedial action and there is a final action
component to the interim action: The Responsiveness Summary will be made available
with the final RCRA permit modification and the Interim Record of Decision (IROD) for
those media whose remedial action is final. OR Replace the previous sentence with these
sentences if this is an interim action for all applicable media: The Responsiveness
Summary will be made available with the IROD. A RCRA permit modification will not
be issued since this is an interim action.]
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II.

The final remedial decision will be made only after the public comment period has ended
and all the comments have been received and considered. The final remedial decision
under RCRA will be in the form of a final permit modification, which is made by
SCDHEC. Selection of the remedial alternative that will satisfy the FFA requirements
will be made by USDOE, in consultation with USEPA and SCDHEC. It is important to
note that the final action(s) may be different from the preferred alternative discussed in
this plan depending on new information or public comments. The alternative chosen will
be protective of human health and the environment and comply with all federal and state
laws.

[Note: Delete reference to RCRA if a CERCLA only unit.]
Background

SRS occupies approximately 310 square miles of land adjacent to the Savannah River,
principally in Aiken and Bamnwell counties of South Carolina. SRS is located
approximately 25 miles southeast of Augusta, Georgia, and 20 miles south of Aiken,
South Carolina.

SRS is owned by the USDOE. Management and operating services are provided by
Westinghouse Savannah River Company (WSRC). SRS has historically produced
tritium, plutonium, and other special nuclear materials for national defense. Chemical
and radioactive wastes are byproducts of nuclear material production processes.
Hazardous substances, as defined by CERCLA, are currently present in the environment
at SRS.

COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION

The FFA Administrative Record File, which contains the information pertaining to the
selection of the response action, is available at the following locations:

US Department of Energy

Public Reading Room
Gregg-Graniteville Library
University of South Carolina — Aiken
171 University Parkway

Aiken, South Carolina 29801

(803) 641-3465
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Thomas Cooper Library

Government Documents Department
University of South Carolina
Columbia, South Carolina 29208
(803) 777-4866

Hard copies of the SB/PP (or IAPP) are available at the following locations:

Reese Library

Augusta State University
2500 Walton Way
Augusta, Georgia 30910
(706) 737-1744

Asa H. Gordon Library
Savannah State University
Tompkins Road
Savannah, Georgia 31404
(912) 356-2183

The RCRA Administrative Record File for SCDHEC is available for review by the public
at the following locations:

The South Carolina Department of Health
and Environmental Control

Bureau of Land and Waste Management
8911 Farrow Road

Columbia, South Carolina 29203

(803) 896-4000

Edisto Savannah District
Environmental Quality Control Office
206 Beaufort Street, Northeast

Aiken, South Carolina 29801

(803) 641-7670

The public will be notified of the public comment period through mailings of the SRS
Environmental Bulletin, a newsletter sent to citizens in South Carolina and Georgia, and
through notices in the Aiken Standard, the Allendale Citizen Leader, the Augusta
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Chronicle, the Barnwell People-Sentinel, and The State newspapers. The public
comment period will also be announced on local radio stations.

USDOE will provide an opportunity for a public meeting during the public comment
period if significant interest is expressed. The public will be notified of the date, time,
and location. At the meetings, the proposed action will be discussed, and questions about
the action will be answered.

To request a public meeting during the public comment period, to obtain more
information concerning this document, or to submit written comments, contact one of the
following:

Jim Moore

Westinghouse Savannah River Company
Public Involvement

Savannah River Site

Building 742-A

Aiken, South Carolina 29808
1-800-249-8155

jim02moore @srs.gov

The South Carolina Department of Health
and Environmental Control

Attn: J. T. Litton, P. E., Director
Division of Waste Management

Bureau of Land and Waste Management
2600 Bull Street

Columbia, South Carolina 29201

(803) 896-4000

Following the public comment period, a ROD will be signed, and a final decision for the
SRS RCRA permit will be issued. The ROD and RCRA permit will detail the remedial
alternative chosen for this operable unit and include responses to oral and written
comments received during the public comment period in the Responsiveness Summary.
[Insert the following sentence if the remedial action is an interim action for only a
particular media: Since this is an interim action for (insert the applicable media), a RCRA
permit modification is not required for that media. OR Insert the following sentence
where the remedial decision for all media associated with the OU is an interim action:
Since this is an interim action, a RCRA permit modification is not required.]
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II1.

If there were any SRS Citizens Advisory Board (CAB) activities or recommendations
regarding the OU, include a summary in this section.

For a CERCLA only unit, delete references to RCRA.

OPERABLE UNIT BACKGROUND

‘Briefly describe site history including:

- History of waste generation or disposal that led to current problems
- History of Federal, State, and local site investigations

- Identification of contaminated media at the site (e.g., soil, air, groundwater, and
surface water)

- Description of removal or previous remedial actions conducted under CERCLA or
other authorities

- Briefly describe site characteristics including:Geographical or topographical
factors that had a major impact on remedy selection (e.g., resources affected or
threatened by site contamination such as current or potential drinking water
sources or wetlands)

- Type of contamination and its vertical and lateral extent

- A site map that shows location of roads, buildings, drinking water wells and other
characteristics that are important to understanding why the remedial objectives
and preferred alternative are appropriate for the site

- Principal and low-level threat wastes (e.g., location of mobile/high toxicity/high
concentration source material and immobile/low toxicity/low concentration source
material)

- A schematic cross section (Figure 3) drawing (from the Scoping Summary)
depicting subunits, constituents of concern (COCs), principal threat source
material (PTSM), migration route, etc.
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Iv.

SCOPE AND ROLE OF OPERABLE UNIT OR RESPONSE ACTION

This section of the Proposed Plan should summarize the lead agency’s overall strategy for
remediating the site and describe how the action being considered in the Proposed Plan
fits into that overall strategy. This section should:

- Summarize the overall cleanup strategy for SRS
- Describe the scope of problems addressed by the OU.

- Describe how the action, being addressed in the Proposed Plan, relates to removal
or other OUs at SRS (include purpose of each OU and sequence of the action in
relation to other OUs or removals)

- Identify how the action addresses source materials constituting principal threat(s)
SUMMARY OF SITE RISKS

This section of the Proposed Plan should summarize the extent of contamination at the
site and the risks posed to human health and the environment using information
developed during the RFI/RI. The summary of site risks should include key findings
made in the baseline risk assessment conducted as part of the RFI/RI. This section should
clearly link the site risks to the basis for action for the unit or subunits as appropriate.
This discussion should be broken down into the following two subsections: (1) human
health risks and (2) ecological risks.
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Figure 3. Schematic Cross Section of the Unit Acronym



