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Interim Remedial Action for H-Area Tank Farm (HTF) Stabilized 

Waste Tank 16 

 

Location 

The H-Area Tank Farm (HTF) is located in the General Separations Area, which encompasses  

E-, F-, H-, J-, S-, and Z-Areas, at the Savannah River Site (SRS) in Aiken County and Barnwell 

County, South Carolina.  The HTF is a 45-acre site consisting of twenty-nine liquid waste 

storage tanks, three evaporator systems, over 74,800 linear feet of transfer pipelines, eight 

diversion boxes, one catch tank, two concentrate transfer system tanks, and ten pump pits.  There 

are four major waste tank types in HTF that range in size from 750,000 gallons (Type I tanks) to 

1,300,000 gallons (Type III/IIIA and Type IV tanks) that have varying degrees of secondary 

containment and internal tank interferences, such as cooling coils and columns.   

History 

HTF was constructed, beginning in the early 1950s, to receive waste generated by various SRS 

production, processing, and laboratory facilities.  Most of the waste managed in HTF originated 

in the H-Canyon chemical separations facility.  The three HTF evaporators concentrated the 

liquid waste generated in the separations processes to remove excess water, a process which 

generated concentrated supernate and evaporator overheads.  The HTF also receives waste 

streams from the Defense Waste Processing Facility in the form of chemically adjusted recycle 

that consists of condensate from chemical processing and melter operations, waste from 

decontamination activities, and waste from miscellaneous drains and sumps in the Defense 

Waste Processing Facility.  Some waste tanks contain zeolite resin from ion exchange columns, 

which are also known as cesium removal columns.  Some HTF waste tanks have also received 

limited amounts of radioactive waste from other sources such as F-Area Tank Farm, which 

receives waste from the F-Canyon.  The use of HTF isolated these wastes from the environment, 

SRS workers, and the public.   
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Tank 16 was operationally closed in September 2015 in accordance with an approved General 

Closure Plan and a tank-specific closure module.  Further information describing the waste 

removal, characterization of residuals, associated risks, and stabilization of the tanks can be 

found in the Tank 16 Closure Module.  The United States Department of Energy is in the process 

of removing the remaining HTF waste tanks and ancillary structures from service in accordance 

with the HTF General Closure Plan and waste tank system-specific closure modules. 

Remedial Action 

The selected interim remedial action for the HTF stabilized waste tanks, as stated in the Interim 

Record of Decision for the H-Area Tank Farm Waste Tank 16, is annual visible engineered 

barriers inspection and maintenance, as required.  As additional waste tanks are closed, an 

Explanation of Significant Difference will apply the same interim remedial action to all 

stabilized/closed waste tanks in the HTF. 

The selected interim remedial action includes annual inspections of the engineered barriers (i.e., 

visible grout) for physical integrity.  In addition, the area will be inspected for excessive water 

accumulation that may cause premature degradation of the engineered barriers associated with 

stabilization of the waste tanks.  The interim action is limited to any maintenance deemed 

necessary from the annual inspections from the time of removal of a waste tank or associated 

ancillary equipment from service until a final Record of Decision is issued for the HTF Operable 

Unit.  This alternative was selected because it is protective of human health and the environment 

and provides additional protection with visual inspections and maintenance to prevent premature 

degradation associated with waste tank stabilization actions.  The requirement for annual 

inspections is consistent with the maintenance and monitoring requirements of the HTF General 

Closure Plan and the tank-specific closure module.  
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