
Volume 24 Number 1 

January 19, 2012 

Second Amended Notice of Intent To Modify the Scope of the Surplus 

Plutonium Disposition Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement and 

Conduct Additional Public Scoping 

The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) announces its intent to modify the scope of the Surplus Plutonium Disposition 

Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (SPD Supplemental EIS, DOE/EIS–0283–S2) and to conduct addi-

tional public scoping.  DOE intends to revise the scope of the SPD Supplemental EIS primarily to add additional al-

ternatives for the disassembly of pits (a nuclear weapons component) and the conversion of plutonium metal originat-

ing from pits to feed material for the Mixed Oxide (MOX) Fuel Fabrication Facility (MFFF), which DOE is construct-

ing at the Savannah River Site (SRS) in South Carolina. Under the proposed new alternatives, DOE would expand or 

install the essential elements required to provide a pit disassembly and/or conversion capability at one or more of the 

following locations: Technical Area 55 (TA–55) at the Los Alamos National Laboratory (LANL) in New Mexico, H–

Canyon/HB–Line at SRS, K–Area at SRS, and the MFFF at SRS. In addition, DOE has decided not to analyze an al-

ternative, described in the 2010 Amended NOI, to construct a separate Plutonium Preparation (PuP) capability for non

-pit plutonium because the necessary preparation activities are adequately encompassed within the other alternatives.   

 

The MOX fuel alternative is DOE’s preferred alternative for surplus plutonium disposition. DOE’s preferred alterna-

tive for pit disassembly and the conversion of surplus plutonium metal, regardless of its origins, to feed for the MFFF 

is to use some combination of facilities at TA–55 at LANL, K–Area at SRS, H–Canyon/HB–Line at SRS and MFFF 

at SRS, rather than to construct a new stand-alone facility. This would likely require the installation of additional 

equipment and other modifications to some of these facilities. DOE’s preferred alternative for disposition of surplus 

plutonium that is not suitable for MOX fuel fabrication is disposal at the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant (WIPP) in New 

Mexico. 

 

DOE invites Federal agencies, state and local governments, Native American tribes, industry, other organizations, and 

members of the public to submit comments to assist in identifying environmental issues and in determining the appro-

priate scope of the SPD Supplemental EIS. The public scoping period will end on March 12, 2012. 

 

Please direct written comments on the scope of the SPD Supplemental EIS to: 

 Ms. Sachiko McAlhany,  

SPD Supplemental EIS NEPA Document Manager,  

U.S. Department of Energy,  

P.O. Box 2324,  

Germantown, MD 20874–2324 

 

Comments on the scope of the SPD Supplemental EIS may also be submitted via email to: 

 spdsupplementaleis@saic.com  

or  

by toll-free fax to (877) 865–0277 

 

DOE will give equal weight to written, email, fax, telephone, and oral comments. 
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For more information on this or 

other environmental and compli-

ance activities at SRS, contact: 
 

Paul Sauerborn 

Savannah River Nuclear Solutions, LLC 

Aiken, S.C. 29808 

Public Involvement   

 (803) 952-6658 

email: paul.sauerborn@srs.gov 

The SRS 

Environmental Bulletin 

The SRS Environmental Bulletin 

Savannah River Site 

Building 730-1B 

Aiken, S.C. 29808 

Mail to:   

 

SRS Environmental Bulletin 

Savannah River Site 

Building 730-1B 

Aiken, S.C. 29808 
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