VIRONI\/IENTAL

B U L LETI N from the Savannah River Site

Draft EA for Waste Segregation Facility

The Department of Energy Savan-
nah River Operations Office is pre-
paring an analysis of the potentia
environmental consequencesfor the
construction, operation, decontami-
nation, and decommissioning of a
proposed waste segregation facility.

If the decision is to build this fa-
cility, it will sort, segregate, shred,
and compact radioactive low-level
waste to reduce its size. The waste
to be processed consists of two waste
streams: legacy waste which is cur-
rently stored in the Savannah River
Site (SRS) E Area Vaults and new
waste generated from continuing sSite
operations. Thewastewill betreated

Modificationsto M Area Hazardous
Waste M anagement Facility per mit

The U.S. Department of En-
ergy-Savannah River Operations
Office has requested from the
South Carolina Department of
Health and Environmenta Con-
trol (SCDHEC) amodificationto
Savannah River Site's 1992 Re-
source Conservation and Recov-
ery Act (RCRA) Part B Permit
Renewa Application, Volumelll,
which details operationsat theM
Area Hazardous Waste Manage-
ment Facility and Post-Closure

or repackaged to make more efficient
use of disposal capacity for thevaults
or to meet the waste acceptance cri-
teria for treatment at the Consoli-
dated Incineration Facility at SRS.

This analysis is being prepared
because Savannah River Waste Man-
agement Environmental Impact
Satement (DOE/EIS-0217), October
1995, addressed only the treatment
of theselow-level waste streams, but
not the specific construction of this
facility.

(continued page 2 “Waste”)

Care.

The revision (Rev. 10 ) ad-
dressesthe Northern Sector Phase
[l Corrective Action Plan. Itin-
cludes a description and evalua-
tion of the corrective action plan
operations, a description of pro-
posalsto address characterization
and evaluation of remedial alter-
natives, and the predicted distri-
bution of trichloroethylenein the
Crouch
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ENVIRONMENTAL BULLETIN

Removal actionsat L Arearubble pile
and gas cylinder disposal facility

DOE began removal actions at SRS's L-Area Rubble Pile and L-Area Gas Cylinder Disposal Facility in October
1997. Vegetation removal in and around the unitsis the first step of more extensive removal actions at the units.
L-AreaRubble Pile contains construction debris such as scrap metal, el ectrical wiring and railroad ties, and hazard-

ous materials including asbestos.

The L-Area Gas Cylinder Disposal Facility contains empty depressurized gas cylinders; it may also contain some
pressurized gas cylinders. Since site workers will be in the area to collect soil and groundwater samples, DOE
decided to initiate time critical removal actions at these units to remove the potential threat the hazardous materials
posed to site workers and the environment.

A Removal Site Evaluation Report, completed under the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation
and Liability Act, detailshow these removal actionsare being completed and isavailablefor public review beginning
Oct. 30, at the information repositories listed in the box below.

Revised FONSI for the Regulatory Monitoring
and Bioassay L aboratory

The proposed action is to combine
some of the functions previously
planned for the Environmental Moni-
toring Laboratory (EML) and the
Health Physics Site Support Facility
into onefacility to be called the Regu-
latory Monitoring and Bioassay L abo-
ratory (RMBL).

The RMBL is to be one of three
buildings located in the Health Pro-
tection Complex in B Area. The fa
cility would provide approximately
7,432 square meters (80,000 square
feet) of laboratory space, personnel

(“Waste” from page 1)

Copies of the draft analysis,
called the Environmental Assess-
ment for the Construction, Opera-
tion, and Decommissioning of the
Waste Segregation Facility at the
Savannah River Ste, will beavail-
able after October 20, 1997. If you
would like a copy of the draft
analysis to review and make com-
ments, or would liketo discussthis
analysiswith someone, please con-
tact Drew Grainger, (803) 725-
1523, or toll free, (800) 881-7292.

offices, and support areas such as
records storage and chemical storage.

The Department of Energy (DOE)
prepared Environmental Assessments
(EA) for the construction and opera-
tion of a new EML (DOE/EA-1010)
and the Health Physics Site Support
Facility (DOE/EA-1022). As these
two facilities (1) were originally
planned to be located adjacent to one
another, (2) each facility received a
FONSI, and (3) the combined activity
will be less than the original two
projects with reduced potential im-

(“M Area”’ from pagel)

Branch Aquifer.

More information, including
the actual permit application, is
available for review and copy-
ing at the DOE Public Reading
Room located in the University
of South Carolina-Aikenlibrary,
or by contacting Mary Flora,
(803) 725-2272, or J.T. Litton,
director of Division of Hazard-
ousand Infestious Waste Mgmt.,
2600 Bull Street, Columbia,
S.C. 29201-1708.
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pacts, DOE has concluded that the en-
vironmental impacts of the proposed
combination facility (RMBL) is not a
major federal action significantly af-
fecting the quality of the human envi-
ronment within the meaning of NEPA.
Therefore, the preparation of an envi-
ronmental impact statement was not
required, and DOE therefore issued a
revised FONSI.

INFORMATION RE-
POSITORIES

* DOE Public Reading Room,
Gregg-Graniteville Library, USC-
Aiken * Thomas Cooper Library
Government Documents Depart-
ment, USC-Columbia * Reese Li-
brary, Augusta State University,
Augusta, Ga. * AsaH. Gordon Li-
brary, Savannah State University,
Savannah, Ga.

SRS Home Page, “What's New”
(http://wvww.srs.gov)

SRS Environmental Restoration
Home Page

(http://www.srs.gov/general /sci-
tech/enviro-rest/extpage/pub/
pubinv.html)
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Current NEPA actions affecting SRS

» Waste | solation Pilot
Plant (DOE/EI S-0026-52)

* Rocky Flats Plutonium Residues
and Scrub Alloy (DOE/EIS-0277)

 Shutdown of River Water System
at SRS (DOE/EI S-0268)

» Accderator for Production of Tri-
tium (DOE/EI S-0270)

* Tritium Extraction Facility (DOE/
ElIS-0271)

* DOE Wage Management (DOE/
EI S-0200)

* SRS Spent Nuclear Fuel (DOE/
EIS-0279)

* Surplus Plutonium
Disposition (DOE/E| S-0282)

» Wetland Mitigation Bank Program
(DOE/EA-1205)

e Tritium Facility Modernization/
Consolidation Project (DOE/EA-
1222)

* DOE Permission for Off-loading
and Transportation of Commercial
L ow-L evel Radioactive Wasteacr 0ss
SRS (DOE/EA-1218)

* Privatization of the M ulti-Pur pose
Pilot Plant Project Campus (for-
merly TNX) (DOE/EA-1232)

» Waste Segregation Facility (W SF)
(DOE/EA-1229)

The Notice of Availiability for the final SEIS
appeared in the Federa Register October 19,
1997 (62 FR 52997).

The Notice of Availability for the draft EISis
scheduled for November 1997. Public hearing
will be scheduled for December 1997.

The final EIS was issued May 1997, and the
ROD is expected fourth quarter 1997.

Preparation of the draft EIS continues with a
proposed issue date of December 1997.

Publication of the draft EIS is projected for
February 1998 and final EIS and ROD for
August 1998.

Multiple RODs will beissued: TRU/HLW in
November 1997, HLW storage in December
1997, LLW/LLMW in June 1998.

Preparation of the draft EIS has been
completed but approval by DOE-HQ is on
hold.

Thedraft EISis scheduled for February 1998.

Preparation of the draft EA is progressing with
aproposed issue date of December 1997.

Preparation of the draft EA is progressing with
aproposed issue date of November 10, 1997.

The final EA was approved and the FONSI
was signed for the proposed action on October
17, 1997.

Preparation of the draft EA is progressing with
aproposed issue date of November 1997.

States were notified on October 9, 1997, and
the predecisional draft EA wasissued to South
Carolina, Georgia and Tennessee for review
and comment on October 20, 1997.

FONSI for Off-Loading
and Transportation of
Commercial Low-Level
Radioactive Waste

The DOE has prepared an EA
(DOE/EA-1218) to analyze the po-
tential envionmental consequences
associated with the commercial
shipments of low-level radioactive
waste (LLW) across SRS.

Chem-Nuclear Systems, L.L.C.
(CNS) maintains and operates the
LLW disposal facility located adja-
cent to SRS in Barnwell County,
S.C.

The proposed federal action
would be for DOE to allow CNSto
use federal property for the follow-
ing: (1) widening the existing SRS
boat ramp for off-loading activities,
(2) constructing abridge over Lower
ThreeRunsat SRSRoad B, (3) land-
ing its transport bardge at that boat
ramp, and (4) offloading the steam
generators for transport to the CNS
facility over SRSroads. Inaddition,
the proposed action would encom-
pass any similar future off-loading
activities of LLW en route to the
CNSfacility.

DOE has determined that the pro-
posed action is not a major federal
action significantly affecting the
quality of the human environment
within the meaning of NEPA.
Therefore, the preparation of an en-
vironmental impact statement was
not required, and DOE thereforeis-
siied a FONS

For copies of NEPA
documents,
contact ...

Drew Grainger

NEPA Compliance Officer

U.S. Department of Energy
Savannah River Operations Office
Building 773-42A, Rm. 212
Aiken, S.C. 29802

E-mail: nepa@srs.gov
Fax/Phone: 1 (800) 881-7292
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