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First Major Equipment for Surplus Plutonium Disposition Expansion Received

AIKEN, S.C. (April 19, 2022) - Savannah River Nuclear Solutions’ (SRNS) National Nuclear Security 
Administration (NNSA) capital projects have taken a big step forward with the delivery of the first long-lead mate-
rials for the Surplus Plutonium Disposition (SPD) Project. Project personnel procured large high efficiency par-
ticulate air (HEPA) filter housings as part of the project to expand the Savannah River Site’s (SRS) capability to 
downblend surplus plutonium for removal from South Carolina.

SRS is currently using facilities in the Site’s K Area Complex (KAC) to downblend these materials for disposal 
at the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant in New Mexico. The SPD 
Project, one of SRS’ three NNSA capital projects currently 
underway, will add three additional gloveboxes in an existing 
KAC building and develop supporting facilities to expand the 
capacity for carrying out this mission.

“To accelerate completion of the SPD Project, NNSA approved 
a Tailoring Strategy that authorizes us to move forward with 
low-risk activities, like the procurement of certain long-lead 
items,” said Gwenn Corriero, Project Manager (SPD Long Lead 
- Procurements). Long-lead items are materials that need to be 
purchased early in the project because they take a long time to 
obtain, or because they are needed before other construction 
activities, to reduce the risk of potential delays to the sched-
ule. “Because of their size, these filter housing units need to 
be installed in the facility before we erect interior walls there,” 
Corriero said. 

The SPD Project has completed Phase 1 site preparation activities and is scheduled to begin additional site prepa-
ration activities later this year, with field construction to begin in 2023. In addition to the HEPA filter housings, the 
other long-lead equipment being procured includes the gloveboxes and a diesel generator; project personnel have 
awarded contracts for fabrication of these items. 

The HEPA filter housing units are a safety significant part of the Active Confinement Ventilation System for the new 
processing areas. The filter housings, which were manufactured in North Carolina, arrived April 1. 

Delivery of the units was the first major receipt of safety significant, procurement level 1 equipment for any of 
SRNS’ three NNSA capital projects. In addition to the SPD Project, SRNS is converting an unfinished NNSA facil-
ity into the Savannah River Plutonium Processing Facility to produce plutonium pits for the nation’s nuclear deter-
rent and building a new Tritium Finishing Facility to replace a Cold War-era facility used in the mission to supply 
the radioactive form of hydrogen used in the nation’s nuclear defense.

Surplus Plutonium Disposition Project Procurement personnel 
examine the large HEPA filter housings after receipt in the Site’s 
shipping and receiving facility. From left to right (background) 
Mary Hall, Edward Green, (foreground) Gwenn Corriero, Andy 
Johnston, Bart Meyer
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Established by Congress in 2000, NNSA is a semi-autonomous agency within the U.S. Department of Energy re-
sponsible for enhancing national security through the military application of nuclear science. NNSA maintains and 
enhances the safety, security, and effectiveness of the U.S. nuclear weapons stockpile; works to reduce the global 
danger from weapons of mass destruction; provides the U.S. Navy with safe and militarily effective nuclear propul-
sion; and responds to nuclear and radiological emergencies in the U.S. and abroad.

Savannah River Nuclear Solutions, a Fluor Corporation-led company with Newport News Nuclear and Honeywell, is 
responsible for the management and operations of the Department of Energy’s Savannah River Site, located near 
Aiken, South Carolina.
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