








Wild Pigs of the Savannah River Site

History of the Population:
• Feral pigs were reported to be 

present as of 1940s
• Federal government acquired 

land in 1950
• Farmers given one year to 

remove free-range livestock
• One former landowner claimed 

to have lost over 100 pigs that 
could not be recovered

• All free-ranging pigs onsite in 
1952 formed the founding 
stock of present-day 
population













Wild Pigs of the Savannah River Site

• Males are significantly larger 
and heavier than females 

• Average adult weights:
• Males – 201 lbs. (Max = 450 lbs.)
• Females – 174 lbs.
• Born at <2 pounds

• Average adult total length
• Males – 5.6 ft (Max = 6.8 ft)
• Females – 5.3 ft

• Average adult shoulder height
• Males – 30 in (Max = 37 in)
• Females – 27 in

Physical Characteristics









Wild Pigs of the Savannah River Site

• Litter size
• Fetal - mean = 6.2 (1 to 14)
• Neonatal - mean = 5.4 (1 to 12)
• Post-natal - mean = 4.3 (1 to 10)
• Lactation - mean = 5.9 (2 to 12)

• Can breed as young as:
• Sows - 3 months of age
• Boars - 4 months of age

• Female participation in 
breeding increases with age
• Number of sows breeding
• Number of offspring produced

Reproductive Biology



Wild Pigs of the Savannah River Site

• Sex ratio varies between fetal 
and neonatal litters

• Sows can breed year-round
• Peak of conception - Aug-Oct
• Peak of farrowing - Dec-Feb
• Secondary peaks 

• Conception - Jan
• Farrowing – Apr-May

• 7% of the sows produce two 
litters per year

Reproductive Biology







Wild Pigs of the Savannah River Site

• Daily activity pattern -
• Primarily diurnal
• Two activity peaks

• Construction of structures –
• Farrowing nests
• Resting/loafing beds

• Use of wallows/rubs –
• Year-round use
• Body temperature
• Lice/tick control

Behavior



Wild Pigs of the Savannah River Site

• Scent marking glands-
• Three primary types

• Metacarpal – males & 
females 

• Tusk – males only
• Preputial- males only

• Mostly done by mature males
• Dominance function between 

males
• Territoriality?

Behavior





















Wild Pigs of the Savannah River Site

• Forest resource damage
• Damage to pine seedlings started in 

the early 1950s; feed on the grass 
stage of longleaf pine

• Also dig up and consume the root 
stock of planted hardwood seedlings

• Chew on lateral roots of mature 
pines 

• Girdle trees through rubbing
• Tusk up trees while marking with 

tusk glands

Damage

















Wild Pigs of the Savannah River Site

• Swine Brucellosis
• Clinical symptoms include 

flu-like symptoms
• Duration can vary from 

weeks to years
• No definite cure exists
• Treatment with multiple 

antibiotics is needed for 
extended periods of time

• Prevention through PPE

Damage













Wild Pigs of the Savannah River Site

• Contaminate Uptake
• SRS wild pigs monitored for 

radionuclides and metals as 
far back as late 1960s

• Primarily Cs137 and Sr90

• Highest in warm months when 
wild pigs are in the bottomland 
hardwoods

• Cs137 body burden in wild pigs 
onsite dropping since the early 
1970s

Damage







Wild Pigs of the Savannah River Site

Lethal Removal:
• Public hunts began in 1965 to 

control expanding SRP deer herd 
• Hunters also allowed to shoot 

wild pigs
• Two special SRS wild hog hunts

–Used trained hog dogs
–Held in Jan 2001 and Jan-Feb 

2003
• 1965-2018 Total Harvest = 4,564

Management and Control



Wild Pigs of the Savannah River Site

Lethal Removal:
• UGA/SREL research collection 

of SRP/SRS wild pigs 
• Began in 1968 
• 1968-1992 Total Harvest = 345
• SCWMRD/SCDNR control 

shooting of SRP/SRS wild pigs 
on wild turkey food plots

• Began in 1972 
• 1972-1985 Total Harvest = 212

Management and Control





Wild Pigs of the Savannah River Site

• No foreseeable significant 
decrease in population size 
or distribution

• Continued need for lethal 
removal

• Continued need to fence 
some areas (e.g., waste site 
closure caps)

• Increase in studies by SREL 
and USFS-SR to improve 
control methods

Future Projections
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Questions?


